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Setting up the GATE inquiry

The Inquiry Process
�What do you know already?

�What do you think you need to know?

�What will be the focus of your 

teaching inquiry? 

�How will you gather evidence?

�How can the GATE Facilitator help you 

along the way?

�What happened?

�How have you changed your practice/ 

where to from here?

Source: http://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/Curriculum-stories/Case-

studies/Inquiry/Teaching-as-inquiry 

What should I be thinking?

How much 
professional 
reading 
should I 
offer?

How can I 
make the 
sessions 

interactive? 

How can I 
model the 
inquiry 

approach?

How can I 
combat the 
Monday 

after school 
scheduling?

What do we know?

I know I know I know I know 

very little very little very little very little 
aboutaboutaboutabout

ggggifted ifted ifted ifted 
students.students.students.students.

I have completed I have completed I have completed I have completed 

fairly recent PD fairly recent PD fairly recent PD fairly recent PD 
in GATE and /or in GATE and /or in GATE and /or in GATE and /or 

I use specific I use specific I use specific I use specific 
strategies in my strategies in my strategies in my strategies in my 

teaching to meet teaching to meet teaching to meet teaching to meet 
gifted students’ gifted students’ gifted students’ gifted students’ 

needs.needs.needs.needs.
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Some of my 2011 GATE PD 

group’s individual goals…

Rose wanted to mentor 
a group of potentially 
gifted underachieving 
Maori students on a 
specific research 
project in Science.

Tracy , an option teacher, 
wanted to find out more 
about gifted students with 
learning disabilities and 
especially those with autism 
and Aspergers.

Test your understanding…

What does the Ministry of 

Education require of us?
NAG 1(iii):

From Term 1, 2005 it will be 
mandatory for all state and state-

integrated schools to demonstrate 
how they are meeting the needs of 

their gifted and talented learners, as 
they are currently required to do for 
students who are not achieving, who 
are at risk of not achieving, and who 
have special needs. The amendment 
comprises the addition to NAG 1(iii)c 
of the footnote "including gifted and 

talented students".

What is our school’s 

GATE policy?

PD 
Booklet 

page 2

Year 11 in 

Level 2 
photography

Year 8/9 

combined 
after school 

enrichment 
workshops 

2011

Academic pathways
Lucas’s journey: Years 8-13

Aspergers + gifted
Year 8: after school College

enrichment workshops: HISTORY

Year 9: Terms 3-4 Level 1 History 

2 hours a week.

Year 10: Level 1 History instead of 

Social Studies.

Year 11: 3 x Level 2 subjects + 3 x 

Level 1 subjects.

Year 12: 3 x Level 3 subjects + 3 x level 2.  Gained Level 3 
NCEA.

Year 13: 3 x Scholarship + 2 x university extra-mural 
papers.

This year: Victoria University - Excellence scholarship; 
studying law and politics. Goal: Fulbright Scholarship.
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Making sure the inquiry is 

student-centred

1.1.1.1. Student voiceStudent voiceStudent voiceStudent voice

Dylan
1. What is the value of showing 

interviews like this to the 
teachers in a PD group?

2. What gifted characteristics does

Dylan display?

Jackson
1. What gifted characteristics does Jackson 

display?

2. Which teaching strategies seem to suit 
his learning needs best? 

3. Which aspects of GATE does the 
interview draw our attention to?

Jake

• struggles with words (orally and in 
writing).

• paints and draws and designs in a 
way that shows complex abstract 
thinking.

How would you meet the learning 
needs of a student like Jake?

2. 2. 2. 2. OurOurOurOur students and students and students and students and our our our our 

school school school school direction direction direction direction 
DecileDecileDecileDecile 5555

30% 30% 30% 30% 

MMMMaoriaoriaoriaori

4% 4% 4% 4% 

AsianAsianAsianAsian

66% European66% European66% European66% European
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3. Identification in 3. Identification in 3. Identification in 3. Identification in your your your your 

classroomclassroomclassroomclassroom PD 

Booklet 

pages 

3 - 9

Identifying gifted students

Being 

gifted

http://www.youtu

be.com/watch?v

=MDJst-y_ptI

Top 10 

Myths
Link from 

Hoagies:
http://www.hoagie

sgifted.org/identifi

cation.htm

Test an 

ID tool

Treffinger’s 1 page checklist
Source: 
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/specialed/gifted/
app5.htm 

4. Resident expert/s 4. Resident expert/s 4. Resident expert/s 4. Resident expert/s 

e.g. e.g. e.g. e.g. SENCO; RTLB; SENCO; RTLB; SENCO; RTLB; SENCO; RTLB; KaumatuaKaumatuaKaumatuaKaumatua; ; ; ; 

specialist teachers specialist teachers specialist teachers specialist teachers e.g. sports’ e.g. sports’ e.g. sports’ e.g. sports’ 

performance; performing arts; performance; performing arts; performance; performing arts; performance; performing arts; 

design; technology…design; technology…design; technology…design; technology…

Set your own 

individual inquiry 

goal.
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Gathering evidence.
Including research

20 minute read and 

feedback task:

• pick an aspect
• find an article
• skim it
• 3 main points to Post-

Its
• feedback to group
• facilitator records a 

summary

• Bett’sBett’sBett’sBett’s & & & & Kercher’sKercher’sKercher’sKercher’s

Revised Revised Revised Revised Profiles Profiles Profiles Profiles of  of  of  of  

the the the the GGGGiftediftediftedifted

• VisualVisualVisualVisual----spatial learnersspatial learnersspatial learnersspatial learners

• Dabrowski’sDabrowski’sDabrowski’sDabrowski’s OverOverOverOver----ExcitabilitiesExcitabilitiesExcitabilitiesExcitabilities

• Differentiation Differentiation Differentiation Differentiation StrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategies

Other aspects we looked at:
What did they tell me?

We liked:We liked:We liked:We liked:
The video clips and students The video clips and students The video clips and students The video clips and students 

coming in to talk to uscoming in to talk to uscoming in to talk to uscoming in to talk to us

The ID toolsThe ID toolsThe ID toolsThe ID tools

The ‘Tall Poppies’ articles taskThe ‘Tall Poppies’ articles taskThe ‘Tall Poppies’ articles taskThe ‘Tall Poppies’ articles task

Sharing and listening to individual goals and Sharing and listening to individual goals and Sharing and listening to individual goals and Sharing and listening to individual goals and 

evidenceevidenceevidenceevidence----gatheringgatheringgatheringgathering

The snacks!The snacks!The snacks!The snacks!

The bookletThe bookletThe bookletThe booklet

The way you integrated research etc. in snippetsThe way you integrated research etc. in snippetsThe way you integrated research etc. in snippetsThe way you integrated research etc. in snippets

Going to the Going to the Going to the Going to the RotoruaRotoruaRotoruaRotorua coursecoursecoursecourse
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We would have liked:

More time between sessions to More time between sessions to More time between sessions to More time between sessions to 

get on with our inquiries.get on with our inquiries.get on with our inquiries.get on with our inquiries.

Not having meetings on Not having meetings on Not having meetings on Not having meetings on 

Mondays after school.Mondays after school.Mondays after school.Mondays after school.

More opportunities to observe More opportunities to observe More opportunities to observe More opportunities to observe 

other teachers using GATE other teachers using GATE other teachers using GATE other teachers using GATE 

strategies in the classroom.strategies in the classroom.strategies in the classroom.strategies in the classroom.

My email:

dinaho@mmc.school.nz


