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As 2009 comes to a close, it is
important to reflect upon the
many challenges and achieve-
ments we have faced in educa-
tion. In describing historical
events in gifted and talented
education, writers often use
phrases like ebbs and flows, or
peaks and troughs, and certainly
these terms are applicable for
2009. While we have seen
budget cuts across education,
we are also witnessing a wave of
new initiatives.

Although a pessimist might view
these changes as losing momen-
tum, | remain convinced that we
are simply changing, and possibly
gaining, momentum! Objects in

o1ft newz

Message from your chairperson

motion are said to have mo-
mentum: as separate momenta
in a system loses, another may
change in an opposite direction.
What does this mean for our
future as a field?

This issue of giftednewz features
many of the latest developments
in the field: the establishment of
a Ministerial Advisory Group on
which | am representing our
organisation; the launching of
Science OlympiaNZ; upcoming
events, including a national tour
by Prof Michael Piechowski; and
exciting plans for our first An-
nual General Meeting and mini-
conference. Also featured in this
issue are the achievements of

our members and their stu-
dents, as well as an update on
changes to our website.

giftEDnz has an important role
to play in ensuring our gifted
and talented students have equi-
table educational opportunities
across a continuum of ap-
proaches. This year has seen
opportunities for greater col-
laboration and cooperation,
ongoing communication, advo-
cacy and support. The Board
will be meeting in early 2010 to
set directions for the future,
building on the positive accom-
plisments of this year.

Season’s greetings to all!
Tracy Riley

Mark your calendars! 20 March 2010
Mini-Conference & AGM

Plans are well underway for a
full day mini-conference and our
Annual General Meeting to be
held on 20 March 2010 on the
Albany campus of Massey Uni-
versity in Auckland.

We have an exciting line-up of
speakers, focusing on future
directions in gifted and talented
education, with the generous
support of Massey University’s
College of Education.

The Hon Heather Roy, Associ-
ate Minister of Education, will
share her vision and initiatives in
gifted education, as well as take
questions from the floor.

Chris Harwood, Ministry of
Education, will discuss National
Standards in relation to gifted
and talented students.

Dr Valerie Margrain, Massey
University, will share her re-
search on young gifted children.

Prof Michael Piechowski will
enlighten us on empowering
children through personal
growth.

We are also planning a session
with teachers and students from
Rutherford College. More de-
tails will be emailed to members
and on our website in the com-
ing weeks. Mark your diaries
and plan to attend!

Loulse Tapper
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As a nation, it is
vital that we
recognise
achievement
and provide
positive

encouragement

to our gifted

and talented
students —
whether in
academic,
artistic, or
sporting fields.
The Hon
Heather Roy

Minister Roy Announces Giited and Talented
Advisory Group

On 13 November 2009, Associate Minister of Education Heather Roy announced the appoint-
ment of the Gifted and Talented Advisory Committee which will provide advice on education
tailored to gifted and talented students and to strengthen partnerships across the Education sec-

tor in New Zealand.

“While the Education Ministry previously had an advisory group, this new committee consists of
representatives from across the sector. It will look at new and innovative thinking, and some
members have recent experience of excellent initiatives currently operating overseas,” Mrs Roy

said.

“This committee provides a forum for sector representatives to engage on the future direction
of gifted and talented education — the key outcomes being to improve support for gifted and

talented education, and to improve outcomes for all gifted and talented students,” she said.

“A 2008 Education Review Office (ERO) report identified that most schools lacked programmes
to match students’ gifts and talents or, where appropriate, across a variety of curriculum ar-
eas. Most provide only for academically gifted students, while some had no provision at

all. Government is committed to initiatives to enhance provisions for gifted and talented stu-

dents including:

. Calling for proposals for the provision of Gifted and Talented professional ser-
vices in 2010.
. Providing curriculum-based learning programmes that respond to students’ gifts,

and which support teachers and schools.

. Designing services to be culturally responsive and aligned with Ka Hikitia and the
Pasifika Education Plan.

. Exploring ways to utilise information technology to strengthen links between
students, parents and private providers.

. Refreshing the current information website, Te Kete Ipurangi (TKI).

As a nation, it is vital that we recognise achievement and provide positive encouragement to our
gifted and talented students — whether in academic, artistic, or sporting fields,” Mrs Roy said.

Gifted and Talented Advisory Committee

Clive Sharpe — Executive Principal, Gifted and Talented Kids Programme (GKP)

Jenny Horsley — Lecturer in the School of Pedagogy and Psychology, Victoria University, Wel-
lington

Kate Niederer — Gifted education researcher, lecturer and practitioner; independent consult-
ant in New Zealand and Associate lecturer, Brunel University, London

Peter Tashkoff — Parent and homeschooler of gifted children

Sarah Farquhar — Chief Executive of the Early Childhood Council; founded the New Zealand
Early Childhood Research Network and the NZ Research in ECE journal

Nikki Fraser — NZE| representative, teacher and parent of gifted children

Enosa Auva’a — Principal and President of the NZ Pasifika Principals’ Association

Rose Blackett — President of the New Zealand Assn for Gifted Children (NZAGC); Advisor
for the Gifted Education Centre

Tracy Riley — Chairperson of the Board of giftEDnz; Associate Professor at Massey University
specialising in Gifted and Talented Education

Susan Hassall — Headmaster at Hamilton Boys’ High School

Chris Harwood — Manager, Learning and Teaching, Ministry of Education



VOLUME I, ISSUE 3

Advisory Group: Key Messages

The Advisory Group had its
first meeting in Wellington on
30 October 2009. Members
represent a range of organisa-
tions and groups that have an
interest in gifted and talented

education, as shown on page 2.

The role of the Advisory
Group is to provide Minister
Roy with advice about future
directions for gifted and tal-
ented education and to sup-
port implementation of new
initiatives.

There will be four meetings of
the group during the year.
The group may invite others
to participate as need arises.
The Minister noted that it will
be important for everybody to

work together. In times of
limited resources people will
need to be innovative and fo-
cus on clear priorities for the
future. The group will need to
look at the best things that are
happening and build on them.

The group agreed on Essential
Short Term Priorities:

® |mproving TKI
® Creating awareness of
gifted and talented education

® Considering a PDF of the
handbook

® Including research with
the Ministry’s contract for this
year

® Synthesising the research
that is there — identifying the
gaps and what will add value

® Discussing with ERO how
to maintain a national focus

®  Placing a gifted and tal-
ented perspective into literacy
and numeracy projects

®  Building further public/
private partnerships

® |nvestigating online sup-
port mechanisms

Our next meeting will be in
February. The group will de-
velop a vision statement for
gifted and talented and short
and long term plans for future
action. Members of giftEDnz
are encouraged to provide
feedback and ideas to Tracy
who is our representative on
this Advisory Group:
T.L.Riley@massey.ac.nz

Launching of Science OlympiaNZ

Science OlympiaNZ is a newly

established charitable association

fostering academic excellence in

science, and brings together:

e Future Problem Solving

e International Young Physicists’
Tournament NZ

o NZ Chemistry Olympiad Trust

e NZ Geography Olympiad

o NZ International Biology Olym-
piad

e NZ Mathematics Olympiad

e NZ Olympiad in Informatics

(ongratulations! &)4

NZ Future Problem Solving
Teams do it again!

The Future Problem Solving New
Zealand National Finals were held
in early November in Auckland.
The competition was fierce and
results incredibly close in Global
Issues Problem Solving — in most
divisions we had to go to a tie-
break for some of the places. It
was great to see a spread of

The launch event was hosted by
the Hon. Heather Roy, Associate
Minister for Education, in the
Grand Hall of Parliament on Tues-

day 10th November 2009.

As the Minister explained, “... on
every occasion Science Olympi-
aNZ students have ‘done New
Zealand proud’, as Kiwis so often
do by regularly outperforming
teams from countries with popu-
lations and budgets far larger than

TURE
OBLEM
LVIN

teams from around the country
receiving awards. Congratulations
to our members who supported
the winning teams!

You can read more about the
winning teams and get involved by
checking out the FPS website:

www.fpsnz.co.nz

Robgw Boswell

those of New Zealand. The sec-
ondary school students who com-
pete in these international compe-
titions are among the brightest
and the most technologically savvy
in the country. Investment in them
is an investment in the future.”
The Minister’s speech is available
online at www.roy.org.nz/ Find
out more about this new initiative
by visiting their website:
www.scienceolympianz.org.nz
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I firmly believe
that we must
nurture
excellence and
celebrate the
achievements
of our students.
It is vital for us,
as a country, to
recognise
achievement in
all its forms.
The Hon

Heather Roy

« More resources

calls for papers

www.gillednz.org.nz

Check out our website changes!
« New upcoming events, including

» Advocacy and publicity updates
« Coming soon: AGM details

Any suggestions or ideas for the website should be
emailed to Ann Easter: aeaster@waikato.ac.nz
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Calling for Proposals

Wallace Research Symposium on Talent 12th International ECHA Congress
Development Université Paris Descartes, Paris, France

The University of lowa, lowa City, USA 7 -9 July 2010

16— 18 May 2010 http://www.echa20 10.eu/

Closing date for proposals: 28 February 2010

http://www.education.uiowa.edu/belinblank/
Research/WallaceSym/Default.aspx

Closing date for proposals: 14 December 2009 . .
Do you know of an upcoming national or

international conference?
Share these with Louise Tapper by emailing:

I Ith Asia Pacific Conference on Giftedness
Sydney Convention Centre, Sydney, Australia

29 July — Ol August 2010
http://www.gifted2010.com.au/ nltapper@xlra.co.nz
Closing date for proposals: 26 January 2010

{_ Max Biggs, a student at Scott’s College in Wellington and Bronze medal winning Olympian, shares his
experiences at the 2009 International Biology Olympiad in Japan as presented at the launching of Sci-
ence OlympiaNZ.

| thought I'd start by explaining exactly what the International Biology Olympiad is, as I'll admit | didn’t
really know until last year. Firstly its international, as in 230 participants from over 60 countries from
Azerbaijan to Vietnam. Secondly, it is to do with biology, the study of living things. Lastly it is an Olym-
piad which is sort of like the Olympics except that we were armed with calculators, scalpels and mi-
croscopes rather than shotputs, javelins or ping pong bats. Instead of having rippling muscular bodies
The 2009 International that epitomised human perfection, ours were often weedy pimply and four-eyed. Instead of determin-
ing superiority by who could bench press the most or flatten the other in an armwrestle, greatness
was a measure of how many decimal places you could recite pi to (in my case 3.14 but | managed to
beat most of them in an arm wrestle!). It was exams rather than sport, brains over brawn. A different
ranking ever! kind of perfection, but no less elegant or respectable. While there were many differences between the
The students representing Olympiad and the Olympics, there were several similarities that should not be overlooked. Firstly, the
competitors at the IBO were elite, talented and driven. Furthermore, the competition itself is intense.
This is a test that has to differentiate between the smartest students in the world. It is almost a guar-
right) Max Biggs (Scott’s antee that you walk out of the exam feeling like a wreck. They purposely don’t give you enough time
College, Wellington), and questions are diabolical. Most students in the Olympiad are used to acing the tests they get at
school and then they hit with a test in which 50% is a respectable score. It is also physically exhausting,
with 6 hours of practical exam in one day, and 5 hours theory in another. The practical reminded me
of a horror movie. But perhaps the best thing about Olympiad is also one of the best things about the
Hoggins (King’s College, Olympics. It has an amazing ability to unite and bring people together. People were hanging together
Auckland) and Jenny Liu from China and Taiwan, India and Pakistan and the USA was even getting on well with the rest of the
. . . world. | was being bit harsh earlier in the report when | said that everyone there was geeks; there
(Burnside High, Christ- ) . ) L . .
were actually some really interesting articulate and surprisingly normal people. The competition culti-
church). vated great friendships amongst people who shared the same passion, and now | can say | know people
Congratulations! from Harvard, Yale, Cambridge, Oxford and probably a few future Nobel laureates and the dude who
will cure cancer. It is amazing to think what a network of the best biological minds in the world is be
capable of. My experience at the Olympiad reminds me of the Olympic creed;

Biology Olympiad Team
celebrating its highest

New Zealand were (left to

Sophia Frentz (Tauranga

Girls’ College), Geoffrey

"The most important thing in the Olympic Games is not to win but to take part,
just as the most important thing in life is not the triumph but the struggle.
The essential thing is not to have conquered but to have fought well."

Max’s full speech is available online at:
http:/ [sei.waikato.ac.nz/bioblog/2009/11/a-guesi-posi-irom-an-olympian.shiml#more
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Piechowski on Tour: March 2010

REACH Education is pleased
to announce that Micheal
Piechowski, the man who
brought overexcitabilities to
the world of gifted and tal-
ented education, will be pro-
viding workshops for teach-
ers, parents and students
between the 17th and 27th of
March 2010.

Michael has dedicated his
years in this field to under-
standing the emotional and
spiritual world of the gifted
young person. He has
brought home to us the ex-
traordinary intensity of life
experience for gifted and
talented students.

His full day workshops for

educators will feature the

following topics:

e Living with Intensities and
Sensitivities

e Beyond Flow: The Way of
Imagination

e Spiritual Giftedness

Michael will also be speaking

at our mini-conference on 20

March: Empowering Students

Through Personal Growth.

The latest issue of Tall Pop-
pies featured an interview
with Michael and is available
on the REACH website:
www.reachgifted.org.nz/
news.htm

Recommendations

Have you been following the Na-
tional Standards debate? What will
these changes mean for our gifted
and talented students?

Sue Barribal recommends an arti-
cle by Carol Ann Tomlinson, Rec-
oncilable Differences? Standards-
Based Teaching and Differentiation.
In the article, she reminds us that
any conflict between standards-
based teaching and meeting indi-
vidual needs is only created “if we
use standards in ways that cause
us to abandon what we know
about effective curriculum and

instruction” (2000, p. 1). Carol
Ann’s article is available online
on the ASCD website.

Closer to home, Ann Easter rec-
ommends reading Prof John
Hattie’s recent response to our
National Standards, Horizons and
Whirlpools: The Well-Travelled Path-
way of National Standards. In this
article, Prof Hattie reviews the
implementation of National Stan-
dards in other countries, calling
for an external evaluation of our
own country’s implementation.
He gives us interesting food for

Research to practice

Jenny Horsley of Victoria Univer-
sity is in the final stages of doc-
toral completion and shares with
us her research:

Jenny’s research investigated the
perceptions of high-achieving sec-
ondary students regarding their
attainment of New Zealand Quali-
fications Authority scholarships. A
survey and interviews with a large
sample of students, whose schol-
arship results placed them in the

top three percent nationally, re-
vealed that a connection with at
least one teacher was seen as a
crucial catalyst for success.

Other influences on academic
performance included extracur-
ricular activities, negative school-
ing experiences, family and peers.
These findings illuminate how
family, friends, and particularly
teachers can facilitate high aca-
demic achievement while contrib-

“One of the stand-oul figures
in gifled education internationally” — Roger Molizen

Wed 17 March Hamilton — workshop day
Fri 19 March Auckland — workshop day
Sat 20 March Auckland — student session and AGM
Tues 23 March Wellington — workshop day
Thurs 25 March Christchurch — student session
Fri 26 March Christchurch — workshop day
Sat 27 March Christchurch — to be confirmed

For more details and to register see:
www.reachgifted.org.nz/pdf/
michael_piechowski_info.pdf

thought. You can find his paper on
the Cognition Institute website.

What are you

Both these articles highlight some reading?
important recommendations for
implementing standards. It will be
important for gifted and talented
students that assessment is above-
level, pushing the ceiling, to show
their progress. It will be important
that teachers remember that the
standards may indicate some of
what to teach, but differentiation
should direct how one teaches.
Finally, critical evaluation and re-
flection is warranted.

Email Tracy or
Rosemary your

recommenda-
tions for our
members!

uting to the gifted literature in
identifying relationships and condi-
tions crucial to high academic
success.

Jenny has also recently returned
from John Hopkins University and
produced two reports : Meeting
the Needs of Students of Exceptional
Promise and Out of Level Achieve-
ment. Both reports are available
online at
cognitionresearch.org.nz

Jenny Horsley
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The goals of our association are:

ion for Gifted Ed

e To advocate for equitable educational op-
portunities for gifted and talented students.

Gifiad:

nz

fed chidyen

e To enhance the profile of gifted and tal-

Please note our new contact details! ented education in New Zealand.

giftednz@gmail.com e To create a professional community for
PO Box 12067, Rotorua South networking, supporting and learning.
http://www.giftednz.org.nz/ e To encourage the pursuit and sharing of

best practice in gifted and talented educa-
tion.

Contact the editors:

Tracy Rile . - s . .
i e To provide liaison with international organi-

zations and other national associations for
gifted and talented education.

t.l.riley@massey.ac.nz
Rosemary Cathcart

reacheducation@xtra.co.nz

WE NEED YOU, YOU NEED US!
GET INVOLVED IN YOUR
ASSOCIATION!

The Professional Association for
Gifted Education

Share Your Ideas

We would love to hear from you! If you have ideas for the newsletter or a contribution to make, please
contact Tracy or Rosemary. We are particularly interested in hearing about:

. Local conferences and events
. Resources for working with gifted and talented students
. Our members and those they work with

Email Tracy (T.L.Riley@massey.ac.nz) or Rosemary (reacheducation@xtra.co.nz)
DEADLINE FOR TERM | NEWSLETTER: | MARCH 2010

lgniting Passions

This is a true story, shared by a
school principal:

“ You need to express yourself with
more passion,” | suggested to the
young man sitting politely and re-
spectfully opposite me.

“You are smart, but if you want to
get into a top US university you
need to show spirit. Can you ex-
press yourself with passion?”

A shy smile was the response.

“1 saw him excited the other day,”
ventured the young female student
seated beside him.

“Really?” | asked, incredulously.

“It was in Physics, “she said. “He
was laughing and excited.”

His eyes lit up. “Yes | love Physics”
he acknowledged. Passion noted.

“And his Physics and Maths clubs
are the best clubs at AIC because
his clubs are always fun,” the female
student added.

“He creates and gives us puzzles.
We love his clubs.” Passion again.

Whether talking of his school clubs
or wrapping Christmas gifts for
charity at Sylvia Park as part of the
College Service Programme his eyes
light up. Creative learning opportu-
nities through social engagement

ignited the passion | was looking for.

“ Would you like to know my Ex-
tended Essay research topic?” he
asked.

This time | knew to expect the un-
orthodox from this creative young
man.

“It is a Maths topic. Two players
have chocolate pieces and the aim is

to avoid eating the last poisoned
piece....... ” His eyes lit up. Passion.
Such conversations are gentle re-
minders to educators that it is
merely a matter of creating the
learning opportunities which light
the spark of passion.

This young man is a NZ secondary
school mathematics competition
winner and represented his country
in the International Olympiad on
Astronomy and Astrophysics. He is
indeed gifted.

Carolyn Solomon
Executive Principal
Auckland International College

Do you have a story to
share? Send your ideas to
the editors! We’d love to
hear irom you!



Annual General Meeting
2010

giftEDnz: The Professional Association for Gifted Education
invites all current members and anyone who is interested and
involved in the education of gifted and talented learners
to attend our
2010 Annual General Meeting

Date: Saturday, 20 March 2010
Time: 1:30 pm
Venue: Sir Neil Waters Building NW200, Albany

Campus of Massey University, Auckland

Notices of Motion

The Board of giftEDnz now calls for notices of motion for the
AGM, in accordance with the constitution.

We require that any such motion, and supporting information, be
forwarded in writing to the Chairperson by |5 February 2010.

Please address all correspondence to:

The Chairperson
giftEDnz

PO.Box 12067
Rotorua South

Or: giftednz@gmail.com

Further information, including a detailed agenda for the AGM, will
be emailed to members and available on the website
(www.giftednz.org.nz) in mid-February. Proxy forms will also be
posted on the website.




